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Allegan:   Sun., July 3, 
2022,  5-10pm:  Allegan 
Jubilee
Riverfront     Downtown 

Allegan
Enjoy food, music, 

friends and fireworks!

Pullman:   Sun., July 3, 
2022,  5:30-9pm:  Con-
cert & Cookout
Downtown Pullman     

109th Ave. & 58th St.    
Pullman

Join the Independence 
Day Celebration including 
a concert by the Black 
River Band, the Beer Gar-
den featuring the St. Joe 
Brewery and Fenn Valley 
Vineyard, and kids crafts, 
face painting, a bounce 
house and puppet theater. 
The cookout features 
Italian sausage and BBQ 
chicken sandwiches with 
all the trimmings. The 
raffle items will enhance 

the Summer Fun theme. 
Follow Beautify Pullman 
on Facebook for more 
information. Sponsored 
by Beautify Pullman and 
Sawmill Diner.

South Haven:  Sun., 
July 3, 2022,  Dusk:  
Light Up the Lake - Fire-
works
Fireworks at dusk off the 

North Pier. Viewing from 
Riverfront Park, North & 

South Beaches. Coordi-
nated with Music on Cosy 
103.7 FM. 3-hour pre-
show broadcast begins at 
7:00 p.m. on Cosy.  Now 
you can watch a livestream 
of the fireworks from your 
home! Link: https://www.
southhavenmi.com/south-
beach-live-cam

Hopkins:   Hometown 
4th of July
Come help celebrate a fa-

vorite event in the Village 
of Hopkins!  
7:00am: Freedom 5K 
sponsored by Hopkins 
Athletic Hall of Fame 
8:00am – 10:00am: FREE 
Breakfast in the park 
9:00am – 10:30am: 
Non-denominational Praise 
& Worship Service 
11:00am – Noon: Bed 
Race (Registration time 
starts at 10:30am) 
Noon – 3:30pm: Family 

Games & Music 
   - Water balloon toss, 
sack races, tug-o-war & 
more! 
Noon – 1:30pm: Pie Bak-
ing Contest 
Noon – 4:00pm: Baby & 
Pet Photo Contest 
   - Penny wars voting 
(most pennies wins) 
Noon – 8:00pm: Bounce 
House fun 
2:00pm: Kids Tractor Pull 

4th of July to be celebrated in area cities, villages

By Leslie Ballard

   “I think helping others 
is her future – she loves 
kids and does what she 
can to help them,” Lexi 
Koopman’s grandmother 
Diana says of her efforts to 
cheer up children at Helen 
DeVos Children’s Hospital 
through her Cards4aCause 
event.

   Lexi is asking anyone 
interested in helping her 
make cards for the children 
to meet at the Allegan Pub-
lic Library Board Room 
between 10 am and 2 pm 
on July 9. 

   “The more I thought 
about it I realized that I 
should spend my birthday 
doing something I love and 
am passionate about and 
that’s helping people. So 
on my actual birthday I’ll 

be delivering all the cards 
to Helen DeVos,” she ex-
plained.  Her 17th birthday 
is July 16. 

   Her goal is to produce 
249 cards, the number 
of rooms at the hospital.  
She will have supplies for 
people to use, but they are 
welcome to bring anything 
special they might want to 
use.  She will also accept 
donations of supplies or 
money to purchase them.  
She can be contacted  
through her Facebook page 
or at lexikoopman263@
gmail.com.

   This is not her first 
effort to help hospitalized 
children. “In the past 
I’ve held three bake sales 
raising $1000 for Helen 
DeVos. I’ve made and 
mailed over five dozen 

By Leslie Ballard

   Eight organizations came 
together on a Zoom presen-
tation hosted by the Allegan 
County Multi-Agency Col-
laborative Council (MACC) 
and the Allegan County 
Local Planning Body (LPB) 
to describe the services they 
provide and to discuss gaps in 
services, challenges and their 
vision to make homelessness 
in Allegan County rare, brief 
and nonrecurring.  

    Seventy people attend-
ed the June 22 event during 
which the Allegan County 
Housing Services Panel pro-
vided an extremely informa-
tive overview of their services 
and the nature of the situation 
in the county for unhoused 
people.

   According to Kessie Karg, 
MACC Coordinator, the 
purpose of the meeting was “to 
bring housing service experts 
together in one spot to give 
the community a baseline for 
where we stand with what’s 
available to us right now – we 
know we have a long way 
to go for the big picture of 
housing, and this is just one 
piece of the whole big puzzle. 
We wanted to give people the 
foundational knowledge of 
what resources currently exist 
for Allegan County residents, 
as well as gaps in services and 

Detectives with the 
Michigan State Police 
(MSP) Fifth District Spe-
cial Investigations Section 
(SIS) have confirmed 
through investigations 
that the deceased suspect 
Joseph Maverick Nagle 
was stopped for suspicion 
of impaired driving. Indi-
cators of impairment were 
observed during the per-
formance of sobriety tests. 
When Nagle was advised 
he was under arrest, he 
immediately began fighting 
the deputy. 

During this altercation, 
the deputy fired a single 
gunshot that hit Nagle in 

the chest area. As reported 
earlier, the patrol vehicle 
was not equipped with a 
dashcam, and the deputy 
was not wearing a body-
cam. As such, there is no 
known video/audio of this 
incident. 

Additionally, the in-
volved deputy’s name is 
not being release at this 
time in order to protect the 
integrity of this investiga-
tion. Detectives continue 
seeking information and 
evidence to ultimately turn 
over a professional and 
thorough report to the Al-
legan County prosecutor’s 
office. 

Police say shooting 
victim was under 
the influence

Giving back 
comes naturally 
to Lexi Koopman

Housing Services Panel discusses 
way to alleviate homelessness

populations served.”
   What exactly does the 

Allegan County MACC 
do?  It is a “collaborative 
group of health and human 
service agencies engaging 
in new ideas to improve 
service delivery, bridge gaps 
in services, reduce duplica-
tion.  There are more than 
50 members of the Allegan 
County MACC representing 
social service organizations, 
non-profits, schools, county 
government, law enforcement, 
health, and businesses. Over 
3000 residents have received 
housing assistance, free health 
services, free mental health 
services, and improved school 
readiness skills as a result of 
coordinated efforts among 
agencies.”

   The Allegan County LPB 

partners with over 20 orga-
nizations and agencies, and 
eight representatives of these 
nonprofits spoke with passion 
about a current state of affairs 
that requires coordinated 
and community wide action 
throughout the county but that 
can be remedied if all sectors, 
including individuals, work 
together.  

Panelists
   Moderator Randy Korter-

ing, Interim President of the 
United Way of Ottawa and 
Allegan Counties, introduced 
the panelists, beginning with 
Susan Conrad, Housing Ser-
vices Supervisor for OnPoint 
(formerly Allegan County 
Community Mental Health).  

   OnPoint is the Housing 
Assessment Resource Agency 
(HARA) and the Homeless 

Assistance Program (HAP) 
for Allegan County and thus 
interacts with the Michigan 
State Housing Development 
Authority (MSHDA) and the 
United States Department of 
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD). They work with 
both the unhoused population 
as well as the precariously 
housed (losing their current 
housing in 14-21 days).  They 
assess their clients social-
ly as well as financially to 
determine their situation.  
This includes looking at their 
employment circumstances 
as people who are unhoused 
may have jobs but they do not 
pay enough to enable them to 
afford housing.

   Krista Bosma, Case Man-
ager for Sylvia’s Place, works 
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Notice 

of Public Accuracy Test

For the August 2, 2022 Primary Election

COUNTY OF ALLEGAN, STATE OF MICHIGAN  

TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF ALLEGAN 

TOWNSHIP: 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Public Ac-

curacy Test for the August 2, 2022 Primary Elec-

tion has been scheduled for:  Wednesday, July 6, 

2022 @ 1:00PM. 

All Precincts and Counting Boards

ALLEGAN TOWNSHIP HALL

3037 118ND Ave

ALLEGAN MI 49010
    

The Accuracy Test is conducted to determine that 

the program and the computer being used to tab-

ulate the results of the election count the votes in 

the manner prescribed by the law.    

Michelle Waite, Clerk

Allegan Township

Notice 
of Public Accuracy Test

For the August 2, 2022 Election

COUNTY OF ALLEGAN, STATE OF MICHIGAN  

TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF VALLEY 

AND CHESHIRE TOWNSHIPS: 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Public Ac-

curacy Test has been scheduled for Thursday, 

July 7, 2022 at 1:30PM, at the Valley Township 

Hall, 2054 N. M-40, Allegan, Michigan 49010.  

The Public Accuracy Test is conducted to demon-

strate that the program and the tabulator that will 

be used to tabulate the results of the election 

have been prepared in accordance with the law. 

For All Precincts and Counting Boards. 

 

Cheshire Township – Donna Hetzel, Clerk

Valley Township – Brandee Ellis, Clerk

City of Fennville 
Commission Meeting Minutes Summary from 

Monday June 20, 2022. 

Present:  Langston, T. Machan, S. Machan, Mar-

tin, Jamros, Hayden, Rastall

The City Commission moved to:

Approve the property tax rate for FY23.

Approve a public hearing regarding the Michigan 

Gas Utilities Franchise Agreement.

Reverse incorrect penalties incurred on a resi-

dent’s water bill.

Approve the use of the Health Reimbursement 

Account.

Approve the proposal from Comcast and QSG 

Systems.

Camille Clark - Clerk/Treasurer

Notice
Trowbridge Township

Allegan, Michigan

Planning Commission public hearing notice re-

garding special use in Agricultural District Zoning 

Ordinance:

To: Residence and Property owners of Trow-

bridge Township, Allegan County, Michigan and 

other interested persons:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Trowbridge 

Township Planning Commission will hold a public 

hearing on July 21st 2022 7:00 p.m. at the Trow-

bridge Township Hall, 913 S.M-40, within the 

township to consider the following:

1. Special use request by Jeff  Milhiem to al-
low split for a parcel less than 10 acres in the 

AG zoning district, per section 5.03 of the Trow-

bridge Township Zoning Ordinance. The property 

is located at approximately 441 M-40 Allegan Mi 

49010 within the Township. 

The tax I.D. number is 21-020-018-00

2. Such other and further business as may prop-

erly come before the Planning Commission at 

said hearing.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that following the 

public hearing on the proposed special use request, 

the Planning Commission may approve, approve 

with conditions or deny the special use request.

PLEASE TAKE FUTHER NOTICE the special 

use application will be available for inspection at 

the Township Hall, 913 S. M-40, within the Town-

ship at any time during regular business hours of 

regular days and will be available at said hearing 

for public inspection.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that written 

comments will be received at the offi  ce of the 
Township Clerk at any time during regular busi-

ness hours of regular days and will further be re-

ceived by the Planning Commission at the time of 

said hearing.   

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that Trow-

bridge Township will provide necessary, reason-

able auxiliary aids and services at the hearing 

to individuals with disabilities upon fi ve (5) days’ 
notice to the Trowbridge Township Clerk of the 

need for the same. Individuals with disabilities re-

quiring auxiliary aids or services should contact 

the Township Clerk by writing or calling the Clerk.

All persons are invited to be present at the afore-

said time and place to participate in discussion 

on the above.

TROWBRIDGE TOWNSHIP 

PLANNING COMMISSION

Steve Angle, Trowbridge Township Clerk

913 S. M-40

Allegan, MI 49010

269-673-8189

cards to an organization in 
Chicago called Cards for 
Hospitalized Kids. They 
take handmade cards and 
deliver them to different 
children’s hospitals across 
the country. In April I 
organized an Easter egg 
hunt for kids with disabili-
ties, raising money through 
a silent auction for the 
pediatric unit at Mary Free 

Bed,” she said.
   Lexi has been featured 

on Fox 17 news for her 
endeavors “to give back to 
the staff and the kids.”   

   Her commitment is 
partly the result of her 
own experiences.  Lexi, 
who is legally blind, was 
diagnosed with function-
al neurological disorder 
in November and spent 

December in Mary Free 
Bed Hospital.  She can 
now walk with a forearm 
crutch, but swallowing 
issues meant a two week 
stay at Bronson Children’s 
Hospital for treatment of 
malnutrition and dehy-
dration.  She now has a 
feeding tube.  

   She says she under-
stands what it’s like not 
to be able to get out and 
play and enjoy the summer 
and thinks the cards will 
remind the children that 
others are thinking of them 
and wishing them well.  
“That can make them hap-

py,” Lexi added.
   She smiles as she 

recounts all the positive in-
teractions she experienced 
with the hospital staffs, and 
how kind the nurses were 
to her.  She also met a lot 
of other kids during her 
hospital stays and knows 
that they could use “cheer-
ing up.”

   These experiences have 
made her want to seek a 
career as a pediatric nurse 
and eventually work at the 
Helen DeVos Children’s 
Hospital. 

   Lexi is a junior at Alle-
gan Online.

4:00pm: Kids Parade (line 
up at Fire barn at 3:45pm) 
5:00pm: Community Pa-
rade (line up behind MS) 
5:45pm – 9:45pm: Evening 
Entertainment 
   - Color Guard presented 
by FFA 
   - Grand Marshal, Pie/
Photo contest winners 
announced 
   - Music by Strum, Dumb 
and Dumber 
Please stay tuned to Face-
book (Hopkins Hometown 
Celebrations) for more 
detailed information in 
regards to each event!

Saugatuck:  
July 4th, 10am:   July 

Parade
The July 4th Parade is 

scheduled to kick off at 
10am. All are welcome to 
lineup starting at 9:30am. 
Line up at Wick’s Park, 
then parade down Water 
Street to Butler. Continue 
down Butler to Village 
Square. Come have some 
Independence Day fun and 
bring your American spirit!
July 4th Dusk:  Fire-

works Show
Bring a blanket or a chair 

and find a spot at one of 
the great parks: Cook Park, 
Coghlin Park, Wade’s 
Bayou, or Wick’s Park. 
Find parking and a shuttle 
at the Saugatuck High 
School on Elizabeth Street 
and when that parking fills, 
the Saugatuck Christian 
Reformed Church on Old 
Allegan Road will be used 
for the Interurban Shuttle 
call: 269-857-1418

Dorr:  Mon, Jul 4, 
9:30pm:  Fireworks by 
Miller Sound

Dorr Township South 
Park    1842-1846 142nd 
Ave,    Dorr, MI

Fennville:  Fourth Of 
July Party 2022
Fireworks, Food and 

Friends! 
Come when you can, 
stay as long as you want. 
Fireworks will be at about 
10:30pm. Bring a dish to 
pass, something to throw 
on the grill, chairs, bathing 
suits for the kids and adult 
beverages if wanted. Feel 
free to camp out if you 
don’t want to go home 
after.

Battle Creek:  June 30-
July 4:  Field of Flight
Daily craft and food ven-

dors plus carnival.
Full Schedule:  https://

fieldofflight.com/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2022-Battle-
Creek-Field-of-Flight-
Schedule.pdf
Thurs., June 30th, 4-10pm:  

Kids’ Day with Great 
Lakes Timber Shows, Hot 
Air Balloon launch
Fri., July 1st, 2:30-11pm:  

Air Show Warm-Up, Tim-
ber Show, Balloon Launch, 
Night Air Show, The Rock 
Show & Journey Tribute 
Band
Sat., July 2nd, 9:30am–

11pm:  Noon Thunderbird 
Air Show+, Timber Show, 
Balloon Launch, Fireworks
Sun., July 3rd, 9:30am-

11pm:  Noon Thunder-
birds+, Timber Show, Bal-
loon Launch, Jake Kershaw
Mon., July 4th, 9:30am-

11pm:  Noon Thunder-
birds+, Timber Show, 
Balloon Launch, National 
Guard Band, The Great 
Scott Band, Fireworks.

LexiKoopman

with women and children who 
are trying to escape domestic 
violence, providing them 
with emergency shelter and 
ongoing assistance.  They also 
work with individuals in Van 
Buren County, which does not 
have a shelter for those expe-
rience domestic violence.

   Community Action of 
Allegan County (CAAC) 
Executive Director Lisa Evans 
spoke of the services they pro-
vide for all ages as they work 
to serve, advocate and engage 
the entire community in issues 
about poverty and poverty 
prevention.  Their client base 
is comprised of people who 
meet the federal definition of 
poverty and the Asset Limited 
Income-Constrained Em-
ployed (ALICE).  According 
to the recent census, these two 
groups make up @36% of the 
county’s population.  

   In terms of their housing 
services, they do weatheriza-
tion, and rental and mortgage 
assistance.  They have also 
created a WorkX program 
which trains individuals in-
terested in pre-apprenticeship 
certification in construction to 
help with weatherization and 
building homes.   They also 
address blight remediation as 
low-income families are un-
able to maintain their homes.  

   CAAC provided 350 
people with crisis utility 
assistance last year as well as 
many other services.  

   Toni Newell, Chief Opera-
tions Office for The Ark Youth 
Shelter (part of Catholic Char-
ities Diocese of Kalamazoo) 
described the work they do 
with homeless and runaway 
youth.  While the shelter is in 
Kalamazoo, anyone in Alle-
gan County can seek services 
from them.  In addition to 
the shelter where they served 
80-100 youths last year, they 
have a drop-in program and an 
independent living facility for 
17-21 year olds.

   Executive Director Don 
Wilkinson spoke of the lack of 
affordable starter homes and 
the high rents (often $1,000 a 
month) that often hinder even 
working families to find a 
home.  He reported that Lake-
shore Habitat for Humanity 

has helped almost 700 people 
find housing in the last 30 
years.  In addition to building 
homes, they help their clients 
understand the financial and 
physical responsibilities of 
home ownership and provide 
0% interest mortgages.

   Jean Eding, Life Skills/
Homes of Hope Director for 
Love in the Name of Christ 
(Love Inc.), spoke of their 
transition program, using 
church-owned homes to give 
their clients time to rest, heal 
and plan as they experience 
extreme stress.  The largest 
populations they serve are 
single parents with 3-4 chil-
dren and people aged 50 or 
above.  She believes churches 
throughout the county should 
be more involved.

   Housing Program Director 
for Christian Neighbors SE, 
Kim Shafer, described their 
housing stabilization program 
in Kalamazoo and Alle-
gan counties and how their 
education classes help people 
stay in their homes.  They also 
provide many resources such 
as financial assistance with 
rent and utilities.  Christian 
Neighbors estimates that they 
help 350 families annually 
with some type of housing.

   Theresa Bray, Co-Found-
er and Board President of 
Allegan Homeless Solutions, 
talked about their efforts to 
prevent homelessness as well 
as providing homes in Allegan 
and surrounding counties.  
She expressed concerns about 
the disabled who are in dire 
need of services but are not 
yet getting benefits because 
of their issues with literacy or 
computer skills and of the vul-
nerability of veterans who can 
find the process of attaining 
benefits re-traumatizing.

   This is a very brief sum-
mary of what these organiza-
tions do and does not include 
those LPB partners who were 
not on the panel.  The work 
of these organizations and 
the impact they have each 
year are remarkable.  While 
it would be easy to become 
discouraged at the extent of 
the needs in the county, they 
maintain their passion and 
commitment to ensuring that 

people have safe and afford-
able housing.

Challenges
   What are the challenges 

we face in eliminating home-
lessness?  

   The lack of affordable 
housing was a recurrent 
theme during the panel.  
Eding commented that “many 
are always waiting for sub-
sidized housing.  There’s not 
as much subsidized housing 
as people think.” In addition, 
housing application fees and 
security deposits can be out 
of reach for those who need 
housing most.    While many 
agencies offer rental assis-
tance, those funds sometimes 
go unused because of the 
limited housing.

   Bringing down construc-
tion costs is another issue.  
Wilkinson estimates that even 
with the number of volunteers 
Habitat for Humanity has, it 
costs an estimated $230,000 
to build a 1300 square feet 
starter home.

   The red tape involved to 
get state or federal assistance 
can be daunting for many and 
takes a great deal of time, de-
laying much needed support.  
Several of the agencies above 
provide help with this and 
report the frustration they feel 
at how cumbersome and slow 
the process can be.

   Many people in the pover-
ty or ALICE categories have 
no reliable transportation or 
any at all, which makes get-
ting or holding a job difficult, 
especially when coupled with 
the dearth of day care in the 
county.  

   Allegan County has no 
homeless shelter which is 
especially troubling in the 
heart of winter.  While there 
are shelters in Holland and 
Kalamazoo, getting there can 
be impossible due to lack of 
transportation.  While some 
agencies provide hotel vouch-
ers for emergency shelter, 
hotels are not always willing 
to provide rooms to unhoused 
people.

   The stigma of homeless 
individuals or families is 
another barrier.  The ideas 
that being homeless is “their 
fault” or the result of laziness 
or that some people want to 
be homeless and “live off the 
government” is very different 
than the reality the people 
who work with the homeless 
see.  As Eding points out, the 
majority come from genera-
tional poverty and “desire a 
better future for themselves 
and their children.”

   For many organizations, 
funding can be a challenge 
in their efforts to help people 
from becoming homeless as 
well as those who are.  They 
work to obtain grant monies 
and hold fundraisers, but do-
nations are always needed.

   The bottom line according 
to Conrad: “How do we figure 
out how to put the pieces 
together before they get to be 
homeless?”

There’s Hope
   More funding for mental 

health programs is becoming 
available.  As Newell has 
observed in her work with 
the Ark, “young people are 
coming in with very compli-

cated mental health histories.”  
Adults as well are in this 
situation, especially as living 
in poverty creates extreme 
stress and can cause learning 
problems as well as other 
issues. 

   Michigan has begun cre-
ating its Statewide Housing 
Plan, but advocacy is still 
needed.   Simplifying the 
processes to receive state and 
federal assistance would en-
able agencies to provide help 
in more timely and efficient 
ways and prevent problems 
from worsening.

   Shafer hopes to begin 
working with landlords to ed-
ucate and mediate with them 
to break down the stigma of 
renting to people with a his-
tory of homelessness, mental 
health or criminal history 
(usually substance abuse). 

   While Wilkinson believes 
no one size fits all solution 
exists for the housing situa-
tion, “the Southwest Mich-
igan community is a great 
place to live and our commu-
nities want to help.”  He cited 
the benefits to the community 
of finding affordable housing 
for the unhoused.  “Owners 
of the Lakeshore Habitat for 
Humanity homes paid an esti-
mated $300,000 in taxes and 
had children in public schools 
which receive funding based 
on student count.”  

   Kortering described the 
efforts in Holland that have 
shown excellent results and 
suggested that Allegan Coun-
ty might look to the Housing 
Next program as a model.  

What you can do

   The first thing we all can 
do to help alleviate homeless-
ness it to educate ourselves 
about these issues and the 
organizations working to 
address them.  

   We can start by sub-
scribing to receive the 
monthly E-Newsletter from 
the Allegan County MACC 
and requesting the Housing 
Services Resource packet. 
This can be done by emailing 
Kessie Karg at alleganmacc@
gmail.com.

   Donating to the organiza-
tions listed above and on the 
LPB Agency List will help 
them continue to accomplish 
results in the great work they 
are doing.  

   Volunteering with these 
organizations can also make 
a difference.  Contact them 
to see how you can use your 
skills and time to make a 
difference.  

   Advocating for legislation 
that will support the popu-
lations being served. Watch 
the social media and websites 
of organizations, especially 
United Way, Community 
Action, and OnPoint for 
advocacy information and op-
portunities.  Legislators don’t 
always take an issue seriously 
until their constituents tell 
them to do so.

   Ensuring that homeless-
ness is indeed rare, brief and 
nonrecurring will take the 
whole community coming to-
gether to move people out of 
poverty and to build a better 
Allegan County.

www.gmail.com
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Notice 

of Public Accuracy Test

For the August 2, 2022 Primary Election

COUNTY OF ALLEGAN, STATE OF MICHIGAN  

TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF ALLEGAN 

TOWNSHIP: 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Public Ac-

curacy Test for the August 2, 2022 Primary Elec-

tion has been scheduled for:  Wednesday, July 6, 

2022 @ 1:00PM. 

All Precincts and Counting Boards

ALLEGAN TOWNSHIP HALL

3037 118ND Ave

ALLEGAN MI 49010
    

The Accuracy Test is conducted to determine that 

the program and the computer being used to tab-

ulate the results of the election count the votes in 

the manner prescribed by the law.    

Michelle Waite, Clerk

Allegan Township

Notice 
of Public Accuracy Test

For the August 2, 2022 Election

COUNTY OF ALLEGAN, STATE OF MICHIGAN  

TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF VALLEY 

AND CHESHIRE TOWNSHIPS: 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Public Ac-

curacy Test has been scheduled for Thursday, 

July 7, 2022 at 1:30PM, at the Valley Township 

Hall, 2054 N. M-40, Allegan, Michigan 49010.  

The Public Accuracy Test is conducted to demon-

strate that the program and the tabulator that will 

be used to tabulate the results of the election 

have been prepared in accordance with the law. 

For All Precincts and Counting Boards. 

 

Cheshire Township – Donna Hetzel, Clerk

Valley Township – Brandee Ellis, Clerk

City of Fennville 
Commission Meeting Minutes Summary from 

Monday June 20, 2022. 

Present:  Langston, T. Machan, S. Machan, Mar-

tin, Jamros, Hayden, Rastall

The City Commission moved to:

Approve the property tax rate for FY23.

Approve a public hearing regarding the Michigan 

Gas Utilities Franchise Agreement.

Reverse incorrect penalties incurred on a resi-

dent’s water bill.

Approve the use of the Health Reimbursement 

Account.

Approve the proposal from Comcast and QSG 

Systems.

Camille Clark - Clerk/Treasurer

Notice
Trowbridge Township

Allegan, Michigan

Planning Commission public hearing notice re-

garding special use in Agricultural District Zoning 

Ordinance:

To: Residence and Property owners of Trow-

bridge Township, Allegan County, Michigan and 

other interested persons:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Trowbridge 

Township Planning Commission will hold a public 

hearing on July 21st 2022 7:00 p.m. at the Trow-

bridge Township Hall, 913 S.M-40, within the 

township to consider the following:

1. Special use request by Jeff  Milhiem to al-
low split for a parcel less than 10 acres in the 

AG zoning district, per section 5.03 of the Trow-

bridge Township Zoning Ordinance. The property 

is located at approximately 441 M-40 Allegan Mi 

49010 within the Township. 

The tax I.D. number is 21-020-018-00

2. Such other and further business as may prop-

erly come before the Planning Commission at 

said hearing.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that following the 

public hearing on the proposed special use request, 

the Planning Commission may approve, approve 

with conditions or deny the special use request.

PLEASE TAKE FUTHER NOTICE the special 

use application will be available for inspection at 

the Township Hall, 913 S. M-40, within the Town-

ship at any time during regular business hours of 

regular days and will be available at said hearing 

for public inspection.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that written 

comments will be received at the offi  ce of the 
Township Clerk at any time during regular busi-

ness hours of regular days and will further be re-

ceived by the Planning Commission at the time of 

said hearing.   

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that Trow-

bridge Township will provide necessary, reason-

able auxiliary aids and services at the hearing 

to individuals with disabilities upon fi ve (5) days’ 
notice to the Trowbridge Township Clerk of the 

need for the same. Individuals with disabilities re-

quiring auxiliary aids or services should contact 

the Township Clerk by writing or calling the Clerk.

All persons are invited to be present at the afore-

said time and place to participate in discussion 

on the above.

TROWBRIDGE TOWNSHIP 

PLANNING COMMISSION

Steve Angle, Trowbridge Township Clerk

913 S. M-40

Allegan, MI 49010

269-673-8189

cards to an organization in 
Chicago called Cards for 
Hospitalized Kids. They 
take handmade cards and 
deliver them to different 
children’s hospitals across 
the country. In April I 
organized an Easter egg 
hunt for kids with disabili-
ties, raising money through 
a silent auction for the 
pediatric unit at Mary Free 

Bed,” she said.
   Lexi has been featured 

on Fox 17 news for her 
endeavors “to give back to 
the staff and the kids.”   

   Her commitment is 
partly the result of her 
own experiences.  Lexi, 
who is legally blind, was 
diagnosed with function-
al neurological disorder 
in November and spent 

December in Mary Free 
Bed Hospital.  She can 
now walk with a forearm 
crutch, but swallowing 
issues meant a two week 
stay at Bronson Children’s 
Hospital for treatment of 
malnutrition and dehy-
dration.  She now has a 
feeding tube.  

   She says she under-
stands what it’s like not 
to be able to get out and 
play and enjoy the summer 
and thinks the cards will 
remind the children that 
others are thinking of them 
and wishing them well.  
“That can make them hap-

py,” Lexi added.
   She smiles as she 

recounts all the positive in-
teractions she experienced 
with the hospital staffs, and 
how kind the nurses were 
to her.  She also met a lot 
of other kids during her 
hospital stays and knows 
that they could use “cheer-
ing up.”

   These experiences have 
made her want to seek a 
career as a pediatric nurse 
and eventually work at the 
Helen DeVos Children’s 
Hospital. 

   Lexi is a junior at Alle-
gan Online.

4:00pm: Kids Parade (line 
up at Fire barn at 3:45pm) 
5:00pm: Community Pa-
rade (line up behind MS) 
5:45pm – 9:45pm: Evening 
Entertainment 
   - Color Guard presented 
by FFA 
   - Grand Marshal, Pie/
Photo contest winners 
announced 
   - Music by Strum, Dumb 
and Dumber 
Please stay tuned to Face-
book (Hopkins Hometown 
Celebrations) for more 
detailed information in 
regards to each event!

Saugatuck:  
July 4th, 10am:   July 

Parade
The July 4th Parade is 

scheduled to kick off at 
10am. All are welcome to 
lineup starting at 9:30am. 
Line up at Wick’s Park, 
then parade down Water 
Street to Butler. Continue 
down Butler to Village 
Square. Come have some 
Independence Day fun and 
bring your American spirit!
July 4th Dusk:  Fire-

works Show
Bring a blanket or a chair 

and find a spot at one of 
the great parks: Cook Park, 
Coghlin Park, Wade’s 
Bayou, or Wick’s Park. 
Find parking and a shuttle 
at the Saugatuck High 
School on Elizabeth Street 
and when that parking fills, 
the Saugatuck Christian 
Reformed Church on Old 
Allegan Road will be used 
for the Interurban Shuttle 
call: 269-857-1418

Dorr:  Mon, Jul 4, 
9:30pm:  Fireworks by 
Miller Sound

Dorr Township South 
Park    1842-1846 142nd 
Ave,    Dorr, MI

Fennville:  Fourth Of 
July Party 2022
Fireworks, Food and 

Friends! 
Come when you can, 
stay as long as you want. 
Fireworks will be at about 
10:30pm. Bring a dish to 
pass, something to throw 
on the grill, chairs, bathing 
suits for the kids and adult 
beverages if wanted. Feel 
free to camp out if you 
don’t want to go home 
after.

Battle Creek:  June 30-
July 4:  Field of Flight
Daily craft and food ven-

dors plus carnival.
Full Schedule:  https://

fieldofflight.com/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2022-Battle-
Creek-Field-of-Flight-
Schedule.pdf
Thurs., June 30th, 4-10pm:  

Kids’ Day with Great 
Lakes Timber Shows, Hot 
Air Balloon launch
Fri., July 1st, 2:30-11pm:  

Air Show Warm-Up, Tim-
ber Show, Balloon Launch, 
Night Air Show, The Rock 
Show & Journey Tribute 
Band
Sat., July 2nd, 9:30am–

11pm:  Noon Thunderbird 
Air Show+, Timber Show, 
Balloon Launch, Fireworks
Sun., July 3rd, 9:30am-

11pm:  Noon Thunder-
birds+, Timber Show, Bal-
loon Launch, Jake Kershaw
Mon., July 4th, 9:30am-

11pm:  Noon Thunder-
birds+, Timber Show, 
Balloon Launch, National 
Guard Band, The Great 
Scott Band, Fireworks.

LexiKoopman

with women and children who 
are trying to escape domestic 
violence, providing them 
with emergency shelter and 
ongoing assistance.  They also 
work with individuals in Van 
Buren County, which does not 
have a shelter for those expe-
rience domestic violence.

   Community Action of 
Allegan County (CAAC) 
Executive Director Lisa Evans 
spoke of the services they pro-
vide for all ages as they work 
to serve, advocate and engage 
the entire community in issues 
about poverty and poverty 
prevention.  Their client base 
is comprised of people who 
meet the federal definition of 
poverty and the Asset Limited 
Income-Constrained Em-
ployed (ALICE).  According 
to the recent census, these two 
groups make up @36% of the 
county’s population.  

   In terms of their housing 
services, they do weatheriza-
tion, and rental and mortgage 
assistance.  They have also 
created a WorkX program 
which trains individuals in-
terested in pre-apprenticeship 
certification in construction to 
help with weatherization and 
building homes.   They also 
address blight remediation as 
low-income families are un-
able to maintain their homes.  

   CAAC provided 350 
people with crisis utility 
assistance last year as well as 
many other services.  

   Toni Newell, Chief Opera-
tions Office for The Ark Youth 
Shelter (part of Catholic Char-
ities Diocese of Kalamazoo) 
described the work they do 
with homeless and runaway 
youth.  While the shelter is in 
Kalamazoo, anyone in Alle-
gan County can seek services 
from them.  In addition to 
the shelter where they served 
80-100 youths last year, they 
have a drop-in program and an 
independent living facility for 
17-21 year olds.

   Executive Director Don 
Wilkinson spoke of the lack of 
affordable starter homes and 
the high rents (often $1,000 a 
month) that often hinder even 
working families to find a 
home.  He reported that Lake-
shore Habitat for Humanity 

has helped almost 700 people 
find housing in the last 30 
years.  In addition to building 
homes, they help their clients 
understand the financial and 
physical responsibilities of 
home ownership and provide 
0% interest mortgages.

   Jean Eding, Life Skills/
Homes of Hope Director for 
Love in the Name of Christ 
(Love Inc.), spoke of their 
transition program, using 
church-owned homes to give 
their clients time to rest, heal 
and plan as they experience 
extreme stress.  The largest 
populations they serve are 
single parents with 3-4 chil-
dren and people aged 50 or 
above.  She believes churches 
throughout the county should 
be more involved.

   Housing Program Director 
for Christian Neighbors SE, 
Kim Shafer, described their 
housing stabilization program 
in Kalamazoo and Alle-
gan counties and how their 
education classes help people 
stay in their homes.  They also 
provide many resources such 
as financial assistance with 
rent and utilities.  Christian 
Neighbors estimates that they 
help 350 families annually 
with some type of housing.

   Theresa Bray, Co-Found-
er and Board President of 
Allegan Homeless Solutions, 
talked about their efforts to 
prevent homelessness as well 
as providing homes in Allegan 
and surrounding counties.  
She expressed concerns about 
the disabled who are in dire 
need of services but are not 
yet getting benefits because 
of their issues with literacy or 
computer skills and of the vul-
nerability of veterans who can 
find the process of attaining 
benefits re-traumatizing.

   This is a very brief sum-
mary of what these organiza-
tions do and does not include 
those LPB partners who were 
not on the panel.  The work 
of these organizations and 
the impact they have each 
year are remarkable.  While 
it would be easy to become 
discouraged at the extent of 
the needs in the county, they 
maintain their passion and 
commitment to ensuring that 

people have safe and afford-
able housing.

Challenges
   What are the challenges 

we face in eliminating home-
lessness?  

   The lack of affordable 
housing was a recurrent 
theme during the panel.  
Eding commented that “many 
are always waiting for sub-
sidized housing.  There’s not 
as much subsidized housing 
as people think.” In addition, 
housing application fees and 
security deposits can be out 
of reach for those who need 
housing most.    While many 
agencies offer rental assis-
tance, those funds sometimes 
go unused because of the 
limited housing.

   Bringing down construc-
tion costs is another issue.  
Wilkinson estimates that even 
with the number of volunteers 
Habitat for Humanity has, it 
costs an estimated $230,000 
to build a 1300 square feet 
starter home.

   The red tape involved to 
get state or federal assistance 
can be daunting for many and 
takes a great deal of time, de-
laying much needed support.  
Several of the agencies above 
provide help with this and 
report the frustration they feel 
at how cumbersome and slow 
the process can be.

   Many people in the pover-
ty or ALICE categories have 
no reliable transportation or 
any at all, which makes get-
ting or holding a job difficult, 
especially when coupled with 
the dearth of day care in the 
county.  

   Allegan County has no 
homeless shelter which is 
especially troubling in the 
heart of winter.  While there 
are shelters in Holland and 
Kalamazoo, getting there can 
be impossible due to lack of 
transportation.  While some 
agencies provide hotel vouch-
ers for emergency shelter, 
hotels are not always willing 
to provide rooms to unhoused 
people.

   The stigma of homeless 
individuals or families is 
another barrier.  The ideas 
that being homeless is “their 
fault” or the result of laziness 
or that some people want to 
be homeless and “live off the 
government” is very different 
than the reality the people 
who work with the homeless 
see.  As Eding points out, the 
majority come from genera-
tional poverty and “desire a 
better future for themselves 
and their children.”

   For many organizations, 
funding can be a challenge 
in their efforts to help people 
from becoming homeless as 
well as those who are.  They 
work to obtain grant monies 
and hold fundraisers, but do-
nations are always needed.

   The bottom line according 
to Conrad: “How do we figure 
out how to put the pieces 
together before they get to be 
homeless?”

There’s Hope
   More funding for mental 

health programs is becoming 
available.  As Newell has 
observed in her work with 
the Ark, “young people are 
coming in with very compli-

cated mental health histories.”  
Adults as well are in this 
situation, especially as living 
in poverty creates extreme 
stress and can cause learning 
problems as well as other 
issues. 

   Michigan has begun cre-
ating its Statewide Housing 
Plan, but advocacy is still 
needed.   Simplifying the 
processes to receive state and 
federal assistance would en-
able agencies to provide help 
in more timely and efficient 
ways and prevent problems 
from worsening.

   Shafer hopes to begin 
working with landlords to ed-
ucate and mediate with them 
to break down the stigma of 
renting to people with a his-
tory of homelessness, mental 
health or criminal history 
(usually substance abuse). 

   While Wilkinson believes 
no one size fits all solution 
exists for the housing situa-
tion, “the Southwest Mich-
igan community is a great 
place to live and our commu-
nities want to help.”  He cited 
the benefits to the community 
of finding affordable housing 
for the unhoused.  “Owners 
of the Lakeshore Habitat for 
Humanity homes paid an esti-
mated $300,000 in taxes and 
had children in public schools 
which receive funding based 
on student count.”  

   Kortering described the 
efforts in Holland that have 
shown excellent results and 
suggested that Allegan Coun-
ty might look to the Housing 
Next program as a model.  

What you can do

   The first thing we all can 
do to help alleviate homeless-
ness it to educate ourselves 
about these issues and the 
organizations working to 
address them.  

   We can start by sub-
scribing to receive the 
monthly E-Newsletter from 
the Allegan County MACC 
and requesting the Housing 
Services Resource packet. 
This can be done by emailing 
Kessie Karg at alleganmacc@
gmail.com.

   Donating to the organiza-
tions listed above and on the 
LPB Agency List will help 
them continue to accomplish 
results in the great work they 
are doing.  

   Volunteering with these 
organizations can also make 
a difference.  Contact them 
to see how you can use your 
skills and time to make a 
difference.  

   Advocating for legislation 
that will support the popu-
lations being served. Watch 
the social media and websites 
of organizations, especially 
United Way, Community 
Action, and OnPoint for 
advocacy information and op-
portunities.  Legislators don’t 
always take an issue seriously 
until their constituents tell 
them to do so.

   Ensuring that homeless-
ness is indeed rare, brief and 
nonrecurring will take the 
whole community coming to-
gether to move people out of 
poverty and to build a better 
Allegan County.

www.gmail.com

