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Homeless among county youth continues to grow .«

By Leslic Ballard

If chibdren are the fisture,
many i Allegan County are
mot off o the best starts.

Homelessness for youth
look= a bit different than
il does for adults although

:rr|.m1:|- 1:|I|.|n§| le become
Eir pancms
du.
Some young peoplhe

num zway from damestic
violence, abusive simbons,
ar disagreements with thear
parents over boamdary is-
sues. (thers are kicked out.
A fire may have destroyed
their home or their parents
who live outside of Allcgan
County may have bost their
homse and the chikdren come
i Allegan County o bve
with relatives.

Aocording to Toni New-
ell, Chief Oiperations Odficer
of The Ark Youth Sheber in
Kalamaroo, recently their
organization is also mane
frequently seeing young peo=
ple who have gender identity
guesizons, unsure of what
they are feelmg, and who are
o longer welcome at home.

“In a matermlistic
warld,” she adds, “it"s very
difficult to be different when
diifferent may be percerved
by some o mean there™s
something wrong with you.”

“Some children are
homeless and none of us
know,” said Gerry Mohr,
Allegan Public School”s
Homeless Liason. “Some
familees feel ashamed
because of the stigma of
hamelexsness. We found out
about some children being
homeless when their parenis
wend i an agency o see of
they could get a progane
heater. That's a red flag, and
wiem the agency kooked mio
it, they found the famaly was
living m & pop-up camper.”

st homeebess young
p-enplc couch surf, which
mears they may be living
with a relative or friend om
a temporary bases. Double
housimg s common among
homeless youth, and while it
is nod an sdeall situation, they
at least bave a roof over their
heads.

“People want to blame
thoze whao are homsebess for
wihaiever reason - often
through no fault of therr
owm - bul mstead we need
to address the problem.” sasd
Mewell,

The McKinney-Yenbo

Act, which was autho-

rized iz 1987 and has been
reauthorized several times
since., i named after the two
oongressmen who wanied

1o ensaure that homeless
children are provided the
same opportumity at public
education as other cheldren
and yoarth.

Amang ather services.
MK mney-Wenio requines
public schoal districts to
provide a Homeless Lmmon
1o help smdents get the
education they need without
having to provide the nomml
documentatvon when enrcll-
ing and remaining at their
school of oregin wherever
that may be.

This means the district
where the child lrves has to
waork with the district where
their school of ongm is
and provide transportation.
Providmg that iransportation
man be a challenge acconding
o local Homeless Lizisons.

“Furzal commumiles
don't have easy access to
public transporistson, and
we have significant distanc-
es between commumities,”
ohzerved Ben Bever, the
Homeless Liaison far the
Allegan Area Educatsonal
Service A genoy.

Mohr, wha has been a
Homeless Livison for the
past 10 years, can cite mamy
cxamples of transparting
shadenis from Lawton or
Mattawan or Grand Rapids
and other locations to the
APS school of origm or vice
versa. He works with other
lmizons throughout the coun-
ty and with other counties o
amrange the logesises behind
griting these chilbdren to
their school.

Sometimes the person
the child kives with can be
respanzible for ranspord.
and the school or origm can
help by providing gas cands.

“If they leave their kome
school [school of ongin] m
11th ar 12th grades, thesr
likelibood of graduating
Erom bigh school is very low
accordmg to all of the data,”
said Mohr.

“Thewr school of origin

ha= their support gn:u.ly
= izachers and e

he noted. He :Icals wilh
approxmalely # homeless
youth a year.

“If they don’t bave a
suppartive family, # can be
a problem for them (o find a
place to bive. They call me

fior I-c.ni:i on :lpﬂl.'ll:nml.-.'. and
| bawe nane,” Mohr staled.

Fennville Public Schaols
Homeless Liamson for 11
years, Jodi Scovill agrees.
“ht breaks my heart when
those struggiling 1o find
housmg m‘Emr?fur as
sistance. There just isn’t
enough affordable housing
available.” Scovill works
with (@55 homeless youth
ammually.

A good Samantan in
Allegan has taken in three
chaldren =o that they can
have a home and complete
school. Accordmg to Mok,
they are all doing all right.

For thase youth who
don’t have the aption of
double housing or couch
surfing, The Ak Shelter,
which serves youth ages 10

17 affors a “safe. tempomry
place for youth whao have
run away from home, are
homeless, have been kicked
out of thear home ar are ex-
periencing a cnsis situation
in their hives.”

“WWi are m a unique
situation.” said Newell, “be-
cause of our large geograph-
ic footpring - we work in 9
counties. including Allegan,
Barry and those that barder
Kalamaroo. Last year
they provaded shelbter and
services to B0-100 youth

Their first pronty is io
busild trust with thewr clients
who are concerned that
something bad meght lappen
if they seek help.  So a safe
place to talk s essential ax s
making sure the clent is in
good physical health. “We

need 1o treat the whole child
hefione the housing situation
15 addressed,” siated Newell.
Then if they are willing to
see a therapist, The Ark
works with the youth and
the family.

Mewell recalls a situ-
ation where a youth was
experioncing a gender iden-
tety crisis. Duming therapy it
became clear that returnmg
1o homs wasn't an opbiom. A
host family agreed io ke
therm, and o tumed out well.
The youth graduated and is
now planning for the future.

Being homeless means
youth “can't participate in
a lot aof things like sports
ar other actrvities, and
they have mo place 1o bring
fremds bo, which can also
cawse a social defay,” stabed
Mewell.

“Access bo internet is
also a problem - many of
these young people are very
bright, bt if they don’t hnee
intermeet, they can fall behind
in schood while athers think
they are just nod trying.”

“What's happening with
their famalies is domenating
their kives.” she added.

The Ark akso provides
drop=in services at Albes
gan County schoals. This
servioe was dismpted by
Covidl but Newell expects

1t to be fully operational for
the coming school year.

At a dropem event Ark
Outreach Case Managers
meed with students st moddle
and high schools through-
out Allegan County. These
events usually last between a
half hour to an hour before,
during or after school.
These events are open bo
all students. A staple of
these events are hasic needs
giveaways, whether that be
foad, hygiene products, or
other basic nems. Addition-
ally, case managers provide
youth with information
regarding Ark Services and
crisis coumselmg, dealmg
with whatever needs the
young persan may have.

As sizied inan earlver
ariscle, homelessness among
youth in neml aress is neardy
the same as in urban areas.
We may not se childrem
living im bomes in the town
and city alleywarys. but
children m our county are
indeed homeless and = risk
of fistures that don’t offer
much

“You rhm t think of
Allegan Counity as a place
where you have homeless-
ness, o physical and sexuml
abuse, but our districts deal
with it om a regular basiz,™
Bever noted.

MIOSHA levels maximum fine to
diver's employer

MIOSHA levels max-
imum fine o diver's
employes

MIOSHAs Gemeral
Imdustry Safety and Health
Division completed its
investigation o the July
7, 2021 death of a diver in
Allegan County.

Brian Trahey died while
inspecting the Calkins
Bridge Dam.

MIOSHA says a teaam of
five Great Lakes Engineer-
ing Group LLC employess
wene performing an under-
waler structural mspection
af the downstream side of
the hydro-clectric dam.

[haring the spection,
the employees lost contact
with Trmbey, who was
swepl downstream.

Emergency crews recove
ered Trahey's body several
hours later, about 150-20K0

Brian Trahey
1o Great Lakes Engineer-
img Gerowp LLC for nine
vialations.

MIOSHA's investigation

yards from the dam.

The investigatson imo
Trabey s death ended with
MIOSHA issuing crtations

found that the emplover™s
dive team had a hestory
of scuba divimg without
line temdmg or contim-
ous visual contsct with
the divers. MIOSHA says
employees had been swept
downstream before, and
Great Lakes Engmeering
Giroup LLC did not have
podicies in place to prevent
or respord to it happening.

MIOSHA 1mswed the
maximum penalty allowed
for the mine violations,
whach totals $119,000.

Ome viodation is con-
sidered “will ful-servous,”
which camies a maximuam
fime of 570,000

The other eight violations
are considered “serious,”
which carmies a maximum
fime of 57,000 each.



